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Welcome to St. George’s 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 

  8:30 AM  HOLY EUCHARIST 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

All flesh shall see the salvation of God.                  Luke 3:4, 6 

Visitors and Newcomers – We are a Christian church within the Anglican tradition and we welcome 

people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other faiths and people of little or no faith. Please 

introduce yourself to one of our Wardens, Greeters, or Clergy. If you are joining us online, please feel free to 

contact us by email or telephone. Welcome to our church family! 

Rector The Rev. Canon Ralph Blackman 

Greeter John Laidlaw 

Reader Debbie Marchment 

Warden Nancy McPherson 

Sextons Toni Atieh, Bryce Sukhdeo 
 

We wish to acknowledge that we meet on land that, at the time of contact, was held by the Attawandaron as 

an area of trade and ceremony by the 2 rivers. At various times the land was occupied by both 

Haudenosaunee from the south and Anishnaabe from the north. In more recent times the Huron Treaty gave 

rights to the Mississaugas of New Credit. May we who dwell on or visit this land also be good stewards and 

honour those who came before us. 

 

 

Readings for Next Week 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 The Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

 Worldwide Anglican Communion – The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain 

 Anglican Church of Canada – Linda, Primate; Mark, National Indigenous Archbishop; Anne, 

Metropolitan 

 Diocese of Niagara – Bishop Susan and the people of St. Thomas’ Church, St. Catharines 

St. George’s Parish Family Prayer Cycle 

Becky & Jason Curran, Alison and Joshua; Anne Curtis; Dan Cyr; Mary Dadd; Ann Darlington; Bev 

Davidson; Dave Davidson & Alison Vicary; Robert & Teri Davies and Skyler; Chris Davison & Petra 

Schennach and Nicholas; Judy Dawson-Kiez; Gerry & Shirley Day; Joe De Santis & Marian 

Thompson, Kate, Peter and Jackie 

 (during the course of the year, we are praying for all parish households) 
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Welcome and Announcements 

Greeting 

 Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. 

 All And also with you.  

Advent Wreath ~ Lighting of the Second Candle 

 Reader For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 

upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings 

to the brightness of your dawn.   Isaiah 60:2-3 

   (the candle is lit) 

   We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope. May the Word sent from God shine 

in the darkness to show us the way to salvation. 

 All O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 

Collect for the Day 

  Presider  The Lord be with you. 

  People   And with thy spirit.  

  Presider  Let us pray.  

  All   God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the 

message that prepares the way, so that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we 

may eagerly await the coming of Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

Psalm Refrain Show us your mercy, O Lord. You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, you 

have restored the good fortune of Jacob. You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 

and blotted out all their sins. R I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for he is 

speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him. Truly, his 

salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. R 

Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven. R 

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness 

shall go before him, and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. R  Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13 

Gospel Reading 

 Reader The Lord be with you. 

 All And with thy spirit. 

 Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

 All Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 Reader The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the 

prophet Isaiah, “See,  I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 

way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside 

and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
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thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.”   Mark 1:1–8 

 Reader The Gospel of Christ. 

 All Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Homily The Rev. Canon Ralph Blackman        
  (followed by silence for reflection) 

Nicene Creed 

 Presider We join our voices with the voices of our forebears, as we say, 

 All I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all 

things visible and invisible: And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, of God; Light, of Light; Very 

God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; 

Through whom all things were made: Who for us and for our salvation came down 

from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was 

made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried, And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, And ascended 

into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again 

with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no 

end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth 

from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe One, Holy, 

Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to 

come. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 

Confession and Absolution 

 Presider Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with 

your neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of God, 

and walking from henceforth in God’s holy ways: Draw near with faith, and take this holy 

Sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God. 

 All Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all: We 

acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time 

to time most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy 

Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our 

misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ's sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter 

Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 

sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy 

upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All Amen.  
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Comfortable Words 

 Presider Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to him.  

  Come unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  

  St. Matthew 11:28 

  God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that all that 

believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.   St. John 3:16 

  Hear also what Saint Paul saith. This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.   1 Timothy 1:15 

  Hear also what Saint John saith.  

  If any one sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 

the propitiation for our sins.   1 St. John 2:1, 2 

The Peace  

Offertory Sentence 

 Presider As we have opportunity, let us do good unto all people; and especially unto them that 

are of the household of faith.   Galatians 6:10 

Prayer over the Gifts  

 All  God our strength, we are nothing without you. Receive all we offer you this day as 

you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 

 Presider The Lord be with you. 

 People And with thy spirit. 

 Presider Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 Presider Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

 People It is meet and right so to do. 

 Presider It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 

give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and 

Preserver of all things.  

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh 

and opened to us the way of salvation. Now we watch for the day when he will come 

again in power and great triumph to judge this world; that we, without shame or fear, 

may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

  Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying: 

 All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth  

  are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  

  Blessed is the One that cometh in the Name of the Lord:  

  Hosanna in the highest. 

Presider Blessing and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon 

him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one 

oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 

satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 

command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of that his precious death, until his 

coming again.  
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  Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving 

these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's 

holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most 

blessed Body and Blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; and, 

when he had given thanks, he brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this 

is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.  

  Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 

remembrance of me.  

  Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, with all thy holy 

Church, remembering the precious death of thy beloved Son, his mighty resurrection, 

and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again in glory, do make before thee, 

in this sacrament of the holy Bread of eternal life and Cup of everlasting salvation, the 

memorial which he hath commanded; And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness 

mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly 

beseeching thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and 

through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, 

and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray that by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all 

we who are partakers of this holy Communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and 

heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 

without end.    

 All Amen. 

Prayer of Humble Access 

 All We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own 

righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much 

as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose 

property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the 

Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies 

may be made clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious 

Blood, And that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

 All O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

  have mercy upon us.  

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

  have mercy upon us.  

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  

  grant us thy peace. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion  

 Presider Dear friends who are joining us online, I invite you wherever you may be, to receive 

Christ, in communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet 

present with us now. Many are made one.  

  (We invite you to make an act of spiritual communion by reciting the following prayer at home 
during the distribution of communion.) 
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    Come, Lord Jesus, and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. I seek to love 

you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your presence in bread 

and wine, I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. As you fill me, so may 

my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that with joy and 

thanksgiving, I may serve you in the world you love. Amen. 

Communion   

Lord’s Prayer  

 All Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 

our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion  

 All  Faithful God, we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet. Help us 

always to hear the prophet’s call to turn our heart to you; in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Saviour. Amen.  

 Presider  Glory to God, 

 All  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  

Blessing  

Dismissal 
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News & Events – December 6, 2020 

Stewardship 2021 

Thank you to everyone who has already sent a pledge form in to the church. These pledge forms help 

the Budget Committee get a sense of how the coming year might look financially. Members of the Parish 

are also encouraged to consider contributing a “13th Month” of offerings for 2020 if they are able. This 

will help make up for the losses caused by COVID-19.  

Special Vestry Meeting 

Please note that there is a Special Vestry Meeting scheduled on Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00pm via 

Zoom to elect a new People’s Warden. You will need to register in advance to attend this meeting. Please 

contact the office to register. 

PWRDF Advent Project 

Once again, St. George’s is going to embark on a PWRDF Advent Project. You’ll recall that in years past 

we have raised funds to purchase farms and dig wells. This year, we are going to continue with the 

project we began in the summer, supporting the Emergency Food Relief Program with the Canadian 

Food Grains Bank, the All Mothers and Children Program and the Kilwa Emergency Response. If you 

would prefer, you can also check out the “World of Gifts” catalogue on the PWRDF website (or in the 

latest Anglican Journal), and select a gift from there. If you would like to participate, please make your 

donation through St. George’s Church so that we can track how we do as a parish. Ensure you let us 

know to direct the funds to PWRDF! You can donate online on our website to “PWRDF Advent 2020”, by 

e-transfer to bookkeeper@saintgeorge.ca or by cheque! 

Nativity Sets Wanted for Stations of the Creche! 

This year, we plan to do something a little different at St. George’s called “Stations of the Creche”. We 

will be displaying dozens and dozens of nativity sets that are kindly being loaned to us. If you have a 

nativity set that you would be willing to loan to the church from December 16 until January 6, please 

let the office know (519-822-1366 or office@saintgeorge.ca) and we will make arrangements. 

Upcoming Christmas Services & Events 

Register in advance on our website or at 519-822-1366. 

 Stations of the Creche – see over 100 nativity sets! 

o December 19 from 3:00-5:00pm 

o December 20 from 3:00-5:00pm 

o December 22 from 6:00-8:00pm 

 A Family Christmas Eve with Communion – December 24 at 5:00pm 

 Community Festival of Christmas Readings & Carols – December 24 at 7:30pm 

 Christmas Mass in the Midnight – December 24 at 10:00pm 

 Christmas Morning Holy Eucharist – December 25 at 10:00am 

Epiphany Family Worship 

Families are welcome at our first Family Worship of 2021! An Epiphany Family Worship event will take 

place on Saturday, January 2 at 2:00pm in Mitchell Hall. There will be a short movie and other fun 

activities related to Epiphany! Register on our website (www.saintgeorge.ca). 
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RECTOR 

The Rev. Canon Ralph Blackman 

rector@saintgeorge.ca 

WARDENS 

Laura McDonald, Rani Varkey  

Elaine Tucker, Shirley Stuart 

Nancy McPherson 

wardens@saintgeorge.ca 

TREASURER 

John Laidlaw 

treasurer@saintgeorge.ca 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Ellen Luccock 

businessmanager@saintgeorge.ca 

BOOKKEEPER 

Tracy Jewell 

bookkeeper@saintgeorge.ca 

ORGANIST & MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Gerald Manning 

musicdirector@saintgeorge.ca  

ASSISTANT MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Matthias Schmidt 

CARILLONNEUR 

Don Hamilton 

SEXTONS 

Toni Atieh, Bryce Sukhdeo 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 

  By appointment only at this time 

Friday  

  CLOSED 

 

Contact us: 
  519-822-1366 

  office@saintgeorge.ca 

  www.saintgeorge.ca 

facebook.com/StGeorgeGuelph 

 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR 
Laura Keller 

office@saintgeorge.ca 

 

Mailing Address: 
99 Woolwich Street 

Guelph ON  N1H 3V1 

 

DONATE HERE – SCAN ME! 
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